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Vayera 5782 - Avraham's Vision of Yetziat HaNeshama

Dedications:
- Sara Kiner for the first yahrtzeit of her mother Florence Hirsch -
Bluma bat Chaim Shmuel
- Yaffa Yirmish for the aliyat neshama of Yoshiyahu ben Eliyahu, a
righteous man who passed away with no family
- Yaffa Yirmish in honor of her friend Sally Neff’s birthday. She has
everything so our learning is her gift

A. Regarding Narratives that describe prophetic visions

1. Rambam: MN 2:42

We have already shown that the appearance or speech of an angel
mentioned in Scripture took place in a vision or dream,; it makes no difference
whether this is expressly stated or not, as we have explained above. This is a
point of considerable importance. In some cases the account begins by
stating that the prophet saw an angel; in others, the account apparently
introduces a human being, who ultimately is shown to be an angel; but it
makes no difference, for if the fact that an angel has been heard is only
mentioned at the end, you may rest satisfied that the whole account from
the beginning describes a prophetic vision. In such visions, a prophet either
sees God who speaks to him, as will be explained by us, or he sees an angel
who speaks to him, or he hears someone speaking to him without seeing the
speaker, or he sees a man who speaks to him, and learns afterwards that the
speaker was an angel. In this latter kind of prophecies, the prophet relates
that he saw a man who was doing or saying something, and that he learnt
afterwards that it was an angel.

This important principle was adopted by one of our Sages, one of the most
distinguished among them, R. Hiya the Great (Beresheet Rabba, xlviii.), in the
exposition of the Scriptural passage commencing, "And the Lord appeared
unto him in the plain of Mamre" (Gen. xviii.). The general statement that the


https://www.torahanytime.com/#/lectures?a=165630

Lord appeared to Abraham is followed by the description in what manner
that appearance of the Lord took place; namely, Abraham saw the first three
men; he ran and spoke to them. R. Hiya, the author of the explanation, holds
that the words of Abraham, "My Lord, if now | have found grace in thy sight,
do not, | pray thee, pass from thy servant," were spoken by him in a prophetic
vision to one of the men; for he says that Abraham addressed these words to
the chief of these men. Note this well, for it is one of the great mysteries [of
the Law].

2. Ramban:

..... That is to say, Abraham did not attain prophecy until he prepared his soul
first to perceive an angel, and from that degree he ascended to attain the
word of prophecy, but Moses was prepared for prophecy at all times.

Thus the Sages were prompted to inform us everywhere that seeing an angel
is not prophecy, and those who see angels and speak with them are not
included among the prophets, as | have mentioned concerning Daniel.
Rather, this is only a vision called “opening of eyes,” as in the verse: And the
Eternal opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the
Eternal**Numbers 22:31. similarly: And Elisha prayed, and said, O Eternal, |
pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see.*ll Kings 6:17.

But where Scripture mentions the angels as men, as is the case in this
portion, and the portion concerning Lot — likewise, And a man wrestled with
him®Further, 32:25. The reference deals with Jacob wrestling with the angel.
And a certain man found him,**Further, 37:15. in the opinion of our
Rabbis“’According to the Sages the man who wrestled with Jacob was the
angel of Esau (Bereshith Rabbah 77:2), and the man who found Joseph was
the angel Gabriel (Tanchuma Vayeshev 2). — in all these cases there was a
special glory created in the angels, called among those who know the
mysteries of the Torah “a garment,” perceptible to the human vision of such
pure persons as the pious and the disciples of the prophets, and

3. The GRA: The inner meaning of the story
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Petach Ha Ohel:

moment of death when ones neshama begins to ascends to the Upper tent
Petach Ha Ohel- petach Einayim-- Yirah

K'Chom Ha Yom:
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Yirah- Awe and the Yom HA Din Ha Chazak - for all neshamos
Reisheet Chochma

Nedarim 8b
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The Gemara comments: Abaye disagrees with the opinion of Rabbi Shimon
ben Lakish, who said: There is no Gehenna in the World-to-Come. Rather, the
Holy One, Blessed be He, will remove the sun from its sheath [minartika],
and the righteous will be healed by it and the wicked will be punished by
it. The righteous will be healed by it, as it is stated: “But to you that fear My
name shall the sun of righteousness arise with healing in its wings”; and
moreover, not only will they be healed by it but they will even be rejuvenated
by it, as it is stated: “And you shall go forth and leap as calves of the stall.”
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3 primary forces- chessed, gevurah, tiferet
- 3 Avot

3 Malachim

Michael-Chessed

Gavriel- Gevurah- Din

Rephael- rachamim

And the Shechina is “above” them

3 colors the eye sees - Chessed is blue, gevurah is red, Tiferet is green

The 4th color is white = Malchut- which is ourselves in combination
with the 3

The 3 “men” are one's own life choices
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Running to greet them= The irrepressible desire to leave the body

Bowing to the Eretz= The shechina or Eretz HA Chaim - the root of all
neshamot-that one sees at this moment

Bereisheet 18:3



If one is worthy-Mitat Neshika-

If one isn't worthy-
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The shechina begins to withdraw and the Neshama has a very hard time
disconnecting from the body

The Neshama/ shefa that was never activated, isin limbo and has no
“menucha”

The “mindmeld” allows for Mitat Neshika
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Water is a remez to the “river from Eden” in gematria is the same

Legs are a remez to the shittim- the drains in the mizbeach that they poured
the wine down and it ran out in the valley below.



The Babylonian Talmud (Sukkah 49a-b) provides a more extensive treatment

describing these pipes, called shitin.
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Rabbah bar bar Hannah said in the name of Rabbi Yohanan: the pipes were
created during the six days of creation, as it says “the hidden parts of your

thighs are like the links of a chain, the making of a craftsman” (Song of Songs

7:2). “The hidden parts of your thighs"—these are the pipes; “like the links of a
chain"—they are hollow (mehulalin) and descend to the Depths; “the making

of a craftsman”—this is the craftwork of the Holy One, blessed be He.

Etz = Etz Ha chaim
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https://www.sefaria.org/Sukkah.49a.2?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Song_of_Songs.7.2?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Song_of_Songs.7.2?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
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